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Short CV 

Biographical information 
1971 Ph.D. in Evolutionary Biology, Dept. of Biology, Univ. of Colorado (Boulder), USA. 
1969 M.Sc. in Zoology, Department of Zoology, McGill University. 
1965–67  Two years of B.Sc. in biological sciences, Université de Montréal. 
1965  B.A., Collège Saint-Viateur, Montréal (college affiliated to Université de Montréal). 
1946 Born in Montréal, Qc 

Academic employment history 
1984– Full professor, Département de sciences biologiques, Université de Montréal. 
1980–84 Associate professor, Département de sciences biologiques, Université de Montréal. 
1980 Professor, Département de physique, Université du Québec à Montréal. 
1973–80 Research director, Centre de recherche en sciences de l’environnement, Université du 

Québec à Montréal. NSERC Research Associate, 1977–1980. 
1972–73 Research associate, Centre de recherche écologique, Université du Québec à Montréal. 
1971–72 Postdoctoral fellow (CNRC), Genetiska Institutionen, Lunds Universitet, Sweden. 
 

Scientific interests 
 Pierre Legendre is an ecologist and a founder of the field of Numerical ecology, a branch of 
community ecology that he founded and to which he has contributed extensively over the past 45 years. 
His research concerns, in particular, the ecological and biogeographic processes that generate and 
organize biodiversity through space and time. An important component of his research in fundamental 
ecology is the development of quantitative methods to analyse multivariate ecological data. He works at 
the moment on adapting and transferring the methods developed in spatial community ecology to 
landscape genetics, in particular for the study of genetic beta diversity. 

 

 



Pierre Legendre  2 
	
Scientific Prizes and Distinctions 
Scientific prizes 
• 1986 – Michel-Jurdant prize for Environment Sciences, Association canadienne-française pour 
l’avancement des sciences (Acfas). Montréal, 12 May 1986. 

• 1994 – Laureate of the Distinguished Statistical Ecologist Award of the International Congress of 
Ecology (INTECOL). Manchester, England, 22 August 1994. 

• 1995 – Laureate (2nd recipient) of the Romanowski Medal (environmental science) of the Royal Society 
of Canada. Saint Paul University, Ottawa, 16 June 1995. 

• 1999 – Laureate of the Twentieth Century Distinguished Service Award “for outstanding contribution 
to the synergistic development and direction of statistics, ecology, environment and society”, awarded 
by the Ninth Lukacs Symposium “Frontiers of Environmental and Ecological Statistics for the 21st 
Century”. Bowling Green State University, Bowling Green, Ohio, 24 April 1999. 

• 2005 – Laureate of Prix Marie-Victorin, the annual prize of the Government of Québec for highest 
achievements in research in natural sciences and engineering. Québec, 8 November 2005. 

• 2012 – Laureate of the Canadian Council of University Biology Chairs Career Achievement Award. 
University of Waterloo, 16 November 2012. 

• 2013 – Laureate of the Canadian Society for Ecology and Evolution(CSEE) President’s Award. 
Kelowna, British Columbia, 14 May 2013, during the CSEE annual meeting. 

• 2015 – Legend in Canadian Fisheries Science and Management “in recognition and appreciation of 
contributions to fisheries science”. Presented to Pierre Legendre by the Canadian Aquatic Resources 
Section of the American Fisheries Society (AFS), 15 May 2015. Award announced during the 145th 
annual conference of the AFS in Portland, Oregon, 16–20 August 2015. 

• 2015 – Laureate of the Adrien-Pouliot Prize (for scientific cooperation with France), Association 
francophone pour le savoir1 and the French Consulate in Québec City and Ministère des Relations 
internationales et de la Francophonie du Québec. Award presented in Montréal, 22 October 2015. 

• 2019 – Laureate of the 2019 Alexander von Humboldt Medal for Excellence in Vegetation Science of 
the International Association for Vegetation Science (IAVS), "for his valuable contributions in the field 
of numerical ecology". Medal presented on 16 July 2019 during the 62th Annual IAVS Symposium in 
Bremen, Germany. 

Teaching prizes 
• 2011 – Laureate of Université de Montréal Excellence in Teaching Award, Full Professor category. 
Award presented on 27 May 2011.  

• 2011 – Laureate of the Excellence in Teaching Award of the Faculty of Arts and Science, Université de 
Montréal, Science Sector. Award presented on 14 June 2011. 

 
1 Acfas was formerly called Association canadienne-française pour l’avancement des sciences; despite its new name, the 
Society kept the acronym Acfas. 
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Other distinctions 
• 1989-1991 – Killam Research Fellow, Canada Council for the Arts.  

• 1992 – Elected Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada (Academy of Science). Presentation of insignia: 
Ottawa, 21 May 1992. 

• 2001-2002 – ISI Highly Cited Researcher 2001 in Ecology/Environment, Institute for Scientific 
Information, USA (http://ISIHighlyCited.com/). 

• 2007 – Officer of the National Order of Québec. Presentation of insignia: Québec, 18 June 2008. 

• 2014 – Thomson Reuters Highly Cited Researcher 2014 in Environment/Ecology 
(http://sciencewatch.com/sites/sw/files/sw-article/media/worlds-most-influential-scientific-minds-
2014.pdf). 

• 2015 – Thomson Reuters Highly Cited Researcher 2015 in Environment/Ecology (http://highlycited. 
com), 8 September 2015. 

• 2016 – Elected Corresponding Member of Academia Mexicana de Ciencias (AMC), 5 February 2016. 
Officially inducted in México City on 6 March 2018. 

• 2016 – Web of Science Highly Cited Researcher 2016 in Environment/Ecology (http://highlycited. 
com), 7 September 2016. 

• 2017 – Web of Science Highly Cited Researcher 2017 in Environment/Ecology 
(https://clarivate.com/hcr/), 6 September 2017. 

• 2018 – Web of Science Highly Cited Researcher 2018 in Environment/Ecology 
(https://clarivate.com/hcr/), 5 September 2018. 

• 2019 – Honorary life membership in the Sociedad Ibérica de Ecología, a new scientific society which 
brings together ecologists from the whole Iberian Peninsula. In Barcelona, 7 February 2019. 

• 2019 – Web of Science Highly Cited Researcher 2019 in Environment/Ecology 
(https://clarivate.com/hcr/), 13 September 2019. 

• 2020 – Web of Science Highly Cited Researcher 2020 in Environment/Ecology 
(https://clarivate.com/hcr/), 15 September 2020. 

• 2021 – Web of Science Highly Cited Researcher 2021 in Vross-Field (https://clarivate.com/hcr/), 10 
September 2021. 

• 2021 – Membre of the Order of Canada, 24 Septembre 2021. Web page of the announcement: 
https://www.gg.ca/en/activities/2021/governor-general-announces-135-new-appointments-order-canada 
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Scientific production in career 

TYPES	OF	PRODUCTION	 TOTAL	NUMBER	

Number	of	books	and	chapters		 12	books	/	22	book	chapters	

Number	of	refereed	articles	 Journal	articles:	322	/	Conference	proceedings:	24	

Number	of	citations	 Web	of	Science:	50	633	/	Google	Scholar:	130	110	

Hirsch	(h)	index	 Web	of	Science:	81	/	Google	Scholar:	119	

Package	versions	in	R	language	 111	Version	of	20	different	R	packages	available	on	
https://cran.r-project.org	

Papers	at	conferences	 303	(including	58	keynote	addresses)	

Research	seminars	 359	

Short	courses	 86,	in	56	universities	and	research	institutes	
located	in	19	countries	

International	working	groups	 19	

 
 

Reprints of papers for which PDF files are available – http:/numericalecology.com/Reprints/  

 


